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Faridabad, February 22
The quality of paneer has tak-
en a beating with 81 per cent
of the samples taken last year
failing the quality test.

A reply to a query filed
through an RTI application
by Varun Sheokand
revealed that 22 of the 27
samples of paneer taken
from across the city in 2018
were substandard.

Of these, 22 samples were
taken in September 2018 as
part of a special drive by
the Department of Health

(Food Safety).
Sheokand said while

packaged paneer was sold
at Rs 70 per 200 grams,
many  shops here had been
selling it for between Rs
140 and Rs 200 per kg.

It was either supplied for
marriages and parties or
purchased by the poor and
middle class. Demanding
that adulteration be made a
non-bailable offence, he
said a PIL would be filed in
the High Court soon.

Prithvi Singh, Food Safe-
ty Officer, claimed that the
samples were substandard,

but not injurious to health.
He said these did not have
fat of prescribed standard,
which  was punishable with
a penalty.

He said the samples found
to be adulterated or having
bacteria could be taken up
in court and fetch penalty,
imprisonment or both.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Atul Kumar said no
direction on food 
safety had been issued by
his office and the Depart-
ment of Health (Food Safe-
ty) was authorised to col-
lect samples.

81% paneer samples fail test in F’bad
22 out of 27 taken from across city substandard, not injurious to health
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Jhajjar, February 22
In a major security lapse,
two undertrials escaped
from a prison van in the dis-
trict on Thursday evening.

Sources said the incident
took place when Akash of
Rohtak, Deepak and Ankit
of Delhi and Tinku of Jhaj-
jar were being taken back to
the district jail at Dulina
from Sonepat after a court
hearing. Deepak and Akash
jumped out of the van after
cutting iron net of the vehi-
cle. However, Ankit was
nabbed when he was trying
to come out of the van near
the Gurugram bypass.

On getting information,
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ashok Kumar along
with police force rushed to
the spot and launched a man-
hunt to nab the undertrials.

Randhir Singh, in charge,
Jhajjar police station, said
security in charge ESI Om
Prakash, EHCs Krishan and

Rakesh, Head Constables
Suresh, Sumit, Parminder
and Mausam had been
booked on the charge of
dereliction of duty and a
case under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC had been
registered against Deepak
and Akash.

The SP said the undertri-

als escaped when the van
driver slowed down the
vehicle at a speed breaker.
“All policemen have been
placed under suspension
with immediate effect and
departmental inquiry has
been ordered against them.
Efforts are on to nab the
accused,” he added.

Two undertrials escape from
prison van, 7 cops suspended

An official collects food sample from a shop in Faridabad. 

Sugar mills owe ~625 crore to farmers
Chandigarh: The Haryana Government takes pride in
becoming the first state in the country to set up a dedi-
cated authority for the welfare of famers - Kisan Kalyan
Pradhikaran - and paying the highest price of sugarcane
at ~340 per quintal. This was pointed out during the
Question Hour in the Assembly on Thursday. But it also
came to light that sugar mills in Haryana owe ~625 crore
to farmers for 2018-19. Minister of State for Co-operation
Manish Grover on Friday said, "The dues are for the cur-
rent season. There is no outstanding amount for the pre-
vious years." Leader of Opposition Abhay Chautala also
flagged the matter in the Assembly on Friday during his
argument on the Governor's Address. Co-operative sugar
mills owe ~343.89 crore to famers, while private sugar
mills owe ~281.21 crore. TNS

Karnal doc in state
medical council 
Karnal: The state government
has nominated Dr Ranjna
Sharma, a senior gynaecolo-
gist from the city, as member
of the Haryana Medical
Council. She said that she
would try her best to improve
the relationship between
doctors and public. TNS

Panipat, February22
The Panipat Municipal Cor-
poration has collected only Rs
23.80 lakh as licence fee from
139 traders owing to its failure
to conducted a survey of com-
mercial activities in the city. 

The corporation had fixed
licence fee ranging from Rs
1,000 to Rs 10,000 for various
categories over two years ago. 

Sources said the MC was
facing financial crisis and the
authorities did not have funds
to pay to their contractors.
The MC had sought an addi-
tional budget of Rs 62 crore
from the Directorate, Urban
Local Bodies, to undertake
development works. Howev-
er, it failed to raise sources of
income of the corporation. 

Panipat is considered to be
the commercial city in the
state with more than 40,000
shopkeepers, traders, and fac-
tory owners. However, only
139 traders had obtained
licence from the MC so far, the
sources said. 

An official said, “No survey
on commercial activities in
the city has been conducted
by the MC or the government
so far.”  Anil Madaan, presi-
dent of the Sanyukt Vyapaar
Mandal (SVM), said 42 city
markets were registered
under the mandal. 

When contacted, MC Com-
missioner Veena Hooda
admitted that the MC was fac-
ing financial crisis. The Com-
missioner said the authorities
had been trying to increase
income sources.   She said the
trade licence system was
started nearly two years ago,
but it was not implemented
properly. “I will chalk out new
plans to increase the MC rev-
enue,” she said. — TNS

Panipat MC
collects ~23-lakh
licence fee from
139 traders

Class X girl kidnapped, rescued
Sonepat: The police have registered a case against three
unidentified youths on the charge of kidnapping a 16-year-
old girl from outside her school gate in the district's Thana
Kalan village. The youths, however, left her near a private
school after her brother chased their car. The girl is a stu-
dent of Class X in a government senior secondary school.
Kharkhoda ASP Arpit Jain said the accused would be
arrested soon.  TNS

Teacher held for sodomising 2 minors
Panipat: The police have arrested a 41-year-old teacher
of a private school for allegedly sodomising two minor
brothers, students of Class VIII and V. Police said the
accused had been identified as Anil Sharma, a resident of
Idgah Colony, and he was teaching in a private school in
Model Town.  TNS

Life term for killing son, daughter
Hisar: Additional Sessions Judge DR Chalia has
awarded life imprisonment to an auto driver for
killing his five-year-old son and 11-year-old daughter
in Hansi town in 2016. On March 23, 2016, auto driv-
er Mahabir, a resident of Rohtak, took his son Shub-
ham and daughter Saloni to Hansi and threw them
from a flyover before jumping himself. However, the
kids died during treatmet, but he survived. TNS

Rapist gets jail till last breath 
Hisar: A local court has awarded life imprisonment
till last breath to a 24-year-old youth for raping his
minor niece in Hansi.  The police registered a case of
rape under the POCSO Act against the youth on
August 9, 2017. The girl was staying with her uncle
and grandparents after the death of her parents. Lat-
er, she gave birth a child at the PGIMS, Rohtak.TNS

Two get life term for murder
Sonepat: A local court on Friday sentenced two per-
sons to life imprisonment in a murder case. The body
of Rajender Khokhar, alias Mintu, of Rathoda village
in Baghpat district of UP was found near Dipalpur vil-
lage on January 8, 2017. The police had arrested
Kailash of Saroorpur village in Baghpat with a coun-
try-made pistol on January 22, 2017. During interro-
gation, Kailash disclosed that he along with his friend
Jagdev, alias Dev, had shot dead his maternal uncle
Rajender near Dipalpur over a property dispute. TNS
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Chandigarh, February22
The numbers in the Opposi-
tion seem to be dwindling
during the question hour in
the Haryana Vidhan Sabha
which is gradually being
reduced to a BJP versus BJP
affair because of the absence
of the former. 

The proceedings for the day
during the ongoing budget
session began with most of
the Opposition MLAs “miss-
ing” and the benches wearing
a deserted look. While hardly
any INLD legislators were
present, Congress MLAs
gradually trickled in.

This prompted Health Min-
ister Anil Vij to take a dig at
the Opposition as he stated,
“The entire Opposition is
demoralised. They don’t
come to the House anymore.
There are a few INLD legisla-
tors and zero Congress
MLAs. The Opposition seems
to have been wiped out. We
need to give them a farewell
and send them packing.”
Education Minister Ram
Bilas Sharma too had a
remark to make, saying that
the Opposition had been
pushed to the sidelines and
was no longer flowing in the
Ganga of politics. This invit-
ed peals of laughter from the
treasury benches.

Leader of Opposition
Abhay Chautala, just like yes-
terday, arrived late while Con-

gress Legislature Party
leader Kiran Choudhry was
not present in the House on
both days. Kuldeep Bishnoi
and Renuka Bishnoi, too,
have not been present since
the House began. Congress
MLA Randeep Singh Surjew-
ala, after his appearance on
the day the session began,
has been absent. 

Yesterday, after missing his
question due to his late
arrival, Congress MLA Karan

Dalal blamed the traffic bot-
tleneck at the entry and
claimed that at the Assembly
parking, there was little
space for legislators. 

Meanwhile, during the
question hour, Agriculture
Minister OP Dhankar, in
reply to a question raised by
INLD MLA Ram Chand
Kamboj, said that during
2017-18, a premium of Rs
208.98 crore had been collect-
ed from the farmers under
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, whereas Rs 849.73
crore was disbursed as com-
pensation amount to farmers.

Dhankar said the compen-
sation amount for the loss of
cattle due to an unknown dis-
ease in some villages of Sirsa
in 2017 had been sent to the
office of DC. 

Anil Vij said the Civil Hospi-
tal of Ambala city would be
upgraded to 300-bedded hospi-
tal for which an administrative
approval of Rs. 64.71 crore had
been accorded. 

Education Minister Ram
Bilas Sharma said that during
2018-19, the government had
distributed Rs106.39 crore as
scholarship to the Scheduled
Caste students of government
schools from classes 1 to 12,
and soon the remaining SC
students would get it too.
Urban Local Bodies Minister
Kavita Jain said there was a
proposal to install 210 addi-
tional tube wells to meet the
shortage of water in Faridabad. 

Question hour holds little
appeal for Opposition 
Many MLAs fail to make it, others arrive late

DISPARITY IN LAND
RELIEF TAKEN UP 
The zero hour saw mem-
bers raise the issue of dis-
parity in land acquisition
awards vociferously. Vari-
ous legislators from the
Opposition benches point-
ed out that compensation
in adjoining villages dif-
fered causing resentment
among the people. Rev-
enue Minister Capt Abhi-
manyu said the disparity
arose because of the dif-
ference in collector rate of
the districts. The members
said that there was a need
for rationalising the policy.

HARYANA
BUDGET SESSION
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Yamunanagar, February 22
A politician was allegedly
duped of Rs 16.70 lakh on
the pretext of providing
him gold at cheaper rates.

In a complaint to the
police, Darbari Lal Chauhan
alleged that Virender Shar-
ma, a resident of Karnal,
was known to him. Sharma
told him that he could pro-
vide him gold at cheaper
rates, he said.

He alleged that Sharma
duped him of Rs 16.70 lakh

between January 5, 2018
and February 14, 2018.

“I asked him to return my
money when he failed to
provide gold to me after
several months. Instead of
returning the money, he
started threatening me with
dire consequences,” he
alleged.

He lodged a complaint
with the Superintendent of
Police on October 25, 2018,
but the case was registered
at the City police station,
Jagadhri, on Thursday after
investigation.

Yamunanagar resident
duped of ~16.70 lakh

The van from which the undertrails escaped in Jhajjar. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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